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CHAPTER TWO

INTRODUCTION TO THE TEXT
‘INAANA RAAMAAYANAM’ BY MAHARSHI VAALMIKI

3 Wa:ga: doalagaRed Hoil gaeg diAfe ¥r a1 : yeieand|

That Reality-state, which is the Supreme ‘Savitr’
(the lustrous one) (the Saakshin) (the witness of all experiences) (the awareness of one’s existence),
that which shines as the essence of all individuals,
in the three levels of Bhoo, Bhuva, and Suva
should be contemplated upon.
Let that Supreme state inspire our thinking to understand its great truth.
-Gaayathri Mantram

fefa ot queY aftteaw & [ O RATcgadaeaT aed daicaa @31 (02.01)

Salutations to that all-pervasive Aatman (Self-awareness) in all; which is self-shining;
which illuminates the ‘Div, Bhoo, and Aakaasha °, the outside and inside; and shines in me also.
-JnaanaVaasishtam

[‘Savitr’ the ‘Sun’ (not the hot plasma sphere that shines in the sky), is the silent ‘witness-state’ that shines in
all the conscious living things from a worm to a Brahmaa (Creator), as the ‘awareness of one’s own
existence’. This is also known as ‘Aatman’, that which understands the world as some private experience.

This ‘Aatman’ shines as the ‘pure self-awareness’ (unconnected to the mind or intellect) in each living thing.
It is of the nature of ‘the knowledge of one’s own existence’.
Therefore, it is self-shining, and is not in requirement of any other agent for proving it.

Whatever exists anywhere as any perceived object exists because of the ‘understanding nature,
the Aatman’ which exists as one’s own ‘existence awareness’.
Unless ‘you are aware of your own existence’ as the ‘Aatman’, how can the world be known as existing?

Aatman fills the Dyu, Bhoomi, and Aakaasha (SuvaH, BhooH, BhuvaH).

There exist three levels of Aatman:

the highest level of the ‘Excellent Knowers of Reality’ as ‘Div’;

‘Bhoomi’, the ‘stage set for Vaasanaa-fulfilment’ for the ignorant, the non-knowers of Reality;
‘Aakaasha’ is the ‘expanse of hollowness’ that can reveal any object anywhere at any time.

Though there are no divisions actually, we can explain the ‘Reality state’ as -

‘that which exists as the three levels’ for the purpose of explanation, namely -

‘the stage for experiences that is made of emptiness’ (Bhoo),

‘the experience-dramas of the ignorant that go on in the world-stage’(BhuvaH),

and the state of excellent Knowers which transcend the stage and the dramas, and stays as one with
the Reality itself, as the revelation-expanse that contains all (SuvaH).

Where all is this Aatman?

‘Everywhere’ ‘at all times’, as the very knowledge of the outside and inside, as your own self, as the
‘pure existence-awareness’.

You (the falsity of name and form) exist as ‘the self-awareness’(the Sat), and the world that you experience
exists as the ‘extension of this pure existence-awareness’ as one’s own self seen inside a tainted mirror.
‘Aatman alone’ is the essence of the Reality; and whatever it is aware of in the three levels of existence,
is real as the ‘essence of Aatman’.
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That is why it is - ‘VarenyaM (the most excellent)’ and ‘Bhargo Deva (the ‘pure awareness-eye’, which
never sets or rises, but always shines as the witness of all the experiences)’.

What 1s this world (Jagat - the appearing and disappearing phenomenon) made of?

‘World’ is just a ‘threesome unit’ of an ‘object of knowledge’ ‘understood’ by the ‘understanding entity’.
The ‘understanding entity’ (with a name and form) is bound to the ‘object of knowledge’ (another name
and form), as a part of it, as always connected to it.

‘World’ (the perception-phenomenon) is just a non-stop succession of the ‘threesome unit of an object
that is perceived by some perceiving entity’. The ‘perceiving entity’ is bound to the ‘object that is
perceived’, as a part of it, as always connected to it.

‘World’ is just some ‘threesome unit of some action that is performed by some entity for some purpose
of its own’. The ‘doer’ is always bound to the ‘action’ as a part of the action, as always connected to it.

However, there is no separate entity who exists as an individual, who knows or perceives or acts as an
independent entity inside a world that is believed to be already there from some beginning.

All these three, namely the ‘object of knowledge’, the “’object of perception’, the ‘’object of action’,
all can be defined in a single word, namely ‘Bodha’ (information-content that is conceived and received,
and recycled).

That is all the world is - the ‘non-stop process of information conceived, received and recycled’.
There exists only the ‘silent state which knows all this by its very nature of Knowing’.

It is nameless, formless, and exists in each living entity as the ‘awareness of one’s existence’.
That is the ‘Savitr’ of Gaayathri Mantra, the ‘Brahman’ of Vedanta, the ‘Sat’ of the Upanishads.]



areAfheara

Vaalmiki spoke to Arishtanemi
WHO IS QUALIFIED FOR THE STUDY OF THIS GREAT SCRIPTURE?
[This Scripture is not an exposition of some philosophical theory or viewpoint of any scholar.
Only if you have the firm desire for attaining the ‘Moksha state’ now itself, while alive in a body, then take over to the serious
study of this text; but do not approach it for any gain of merit or a reward of worldly pleasures.
This Scripture is not a philosophical treatise, but is only a ‘process of Vichaara’ (rational thinking) as instructed by Sage Vasishta.
A worldly man attached to the objects and people of the world, has no use for this Scripture.
So also, a person who is already established in the ‘State of the Supreme’, has no use for it.]

3% Ja ege: wafafa seafea e dcgeaser a1 ae: aisRamEsfisrard] (02.02)

‘I am bound, I will become free’; he alone, who has such an ascertained belief, is qualified to study this

Scripture; not the wholly ignorant, nor the ‘Knower of That’. (“That’ is the ‘Sat’ of the Upanishads).
WHAT IS THE GOAL TO BE REACHED BY THE STUDY OF THIS SCRIPTURE?

HAEI-aarel AFIAAAY I farRafa g<r a @ g@isfAsmad| (02.03)

The man of wisdom, who at first analyses the subtle stories given in this text, and the means of Moksha

as suggested by them, does not get born again.
WHY MAHARSHI VAALMIKI COMPOSED THIS RAAMAAYANA?

HIREAAHARIY THBNUATHETAATEG TUH Pedl GeHANHAGH
Rrearared ey sReemT fied T eaareasd AfvAIRaf @S| (02.04,05)

Hey (King Arishtanemi), the ‘Destroyer of enemies’! In this Raamaayana (which is the second half of the
Raamaayana proper), previously I first composed the many stories which led to Rama’s enlightenment state;
and like an ocean offering its gems to the needy, I related these stories to my disciple ‘Bharadvaaja of
great wisdom’, who was the only one capable of grasping these truths, and who was seated in front of me.

dd Td HUUET RS GiAdT dRAREATIR JeIUNsd 3aredT: | (02.06)

At some other time, the wise Bharadvaaja in turn related these stories to Lord Brahmaa, who stayed at
the summit of the Meru Mountain.

HAREY JET HITaTesiell NehfUdidHs: a GF IEoifd dgard HeRE:| (02.07)

The Great Lord Brahmaa, the ‘Grandfather of the world’, was pleased and told him to ask for any boon.

RgTalaTa

Bharadvaaja spoke to Brahmaa
HIIHAHA RAsT AT Wadd JT STAdT W= edd dgare| (02.08)

Bhagavan! Hey Lord of all that were there and will be! I would like to have a boon, by which the entire
populace can be freed of all suffering; tell me the means for it.

EIERIEIE]
Brahmaa spoke to Bharadvaaja
& ATcHIThAATY] UTISIFd U deld cHANCY TAUHTATTEAA| (02.09)

You make an effort and request Guru Vaalmiki for fulfilling this purpose.
He had started the composition of the taintless text of Raamaayana, and should make a completion of it.

dfeesgd a0 ARCHAATCHIRSIA Agaaegy: TR JURIURNTAET] (02.10)

By listening to this Knowledge-text of profound character, a man will cross over the state of delusion in
its entirety, like using a bridge to cross over the ocean-waters.

Vaalmiki spoke to Arishtanemi
SgFcdl H WG WAS HSHAA IFANTSHA dd G Hdpe| (02.11)
ot SYfSdr ¢a: WISEAUTATGAT HAT|3ddea FAercd: TaHdead:| (02.12)

The Supreme Lord, the Creator, offered this suggestion to him, and arrived at my hermitage, along
with that Bharadvaaja. He was immediately worshipped by me, by offering ‘Arghya and Paadya’.
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(Arghya- An offering consisting of water, Durvaa grass, flowers and raw rice grains given in the hands of a guest in the
ancient times, as a sign of reception & respect. Paadya- Showing respect by washing the feet.)

The ‘Great Lord of excellent knowledge’, who was interested in ending the suffering of all beings,

spoke to me like this.
Brahmaa spoke to Vaalmiki

THETHTTRYATCEATCIRHA T AlgINcd TR MEAE: AfAfeadidl (02.13)
‘Hey ‘Muni of Excellence’! You should not cease from the completion of ‘this taintless story of Rama’s
realization of his true essence’, because of lack of consideration towards it (as some non-important task).
e AP STHAEATCHIREDCICHATNSI T [T grad=tan] FoRI| (02.14)
Through the sincere study of this text, a person will soon cross over the terrible state of worldly-existence
(Samsaara), like crossing the ocean by the use of a boat.

d AN AN (< h 3 .
T dGTAANIHAGHITIAAT FT SbiedId = MEHI (02.15)
I have personally come to visit you to fulfil this purpose only.
For the good of the world, you must compose this ‘Shaastra’ to its completion.

Vaalmiki spoke to Arishtanemi
Scgehdletol: HA JUATHATIEAT, &T0TTc, e TG AMI: HARATFYICU: Uredeaigald arkor:| (16)

So said the ‘Unborn Lord’, and vanished from my Aashram that had been sanctified by his presence,
like a wave rising high from the waters dissolves into it within a few seconds.

dAREATITT HIacTe TAEATANTT: AEdT gAY eS TaEUT faam
fepATCSIRIvT Ulth RISl daIR] A (Scgehed el Ulh REGlole el A (02.17,18)

After he was gone, I was in very much surprise and questioned Bharadvaaja of the stabilized mind,
‘What was this spoken by Brahmaa, tell me now’.
Then Bharadvaaja, questioned by me like this, spoke to me.

Igralara

Bharadvaaja spoke to Vaalmiki
Uclgeh HITacl JUT YAV P& Folleh oA FARTUTTARDH| (02.19)
The Lord suggested that you should complete the ‘Raamaayana Grantha’ (by composing its next part also)
for the good of the world, as it will help them cross over the ‘Ocean of Samsaara’.

A T HIdesffe Y FARHDS THA gl TEHHITT HEIHAAT:, ATeAl A&HUTY,

el =1 FATEI, TATTARATES T HATGaT: Ferfa:, fAg-aar a3q g umar: deglfe &
THeH |qYare HIaATH Tdl STAaar Tl (20 to 22)

Bhagavan! Explain to me as to how Rama conducted himself in this terrifying state of world-existence,
and also Bharata of great character, Shatrughna and Lakshmana also, and the renowned Queen Seetaa

also. Tell me clearly, how all those people connected to Rama and also the sons of all the ministers who
were extremely wise, attained the ‘state bereft of all pains’. I will also do like those people.’

areAfhearT

Vaalmiki spoke to Arishtanemi

G Toleg dacgdIsTEA HIEIH ST &g TARNTAHE ap Ugaare]| (02.23)
Hey King Arishtanemi! Bharadvaaja requested me like this with great devotion. Then I started the task
of obeying the command of ‘Great Brahmaa, the all pervading Lord’, and began my speech.

YUI IcH Gl YUYE A o e A HHGH g1 BRI (02.24)

‘Son Bharadvaaja! Listen to me. I will tell you all that you asked for, listening to which you will throw
far off, the dirt of this great delusion.
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AT egaed UIeT JAT agd: Ul TATHADAT JELAT AT Asiaairad:,
AEAVN FTHT AEAT HEHAT: DIEeAT T FIAAT T Hiell GIRAFAAT,
PATEr s RIS NYURAUTTAT: | IfAE ATHAGTT AlAUNSE TAN|

gi¥eIIedl Hras HcAl e va = fqefivor: guor gegaTiaes o,
TdsB ATSAUT: GihT: AR Siaedh HelcHTA! JATITETTdTd: | (25 to 29)

Hey ‘Wise one’! You also conduct yourself happily with unattached stabilized intellect, as did the
lotus-eyed Rama. Lakshmana, Bharata, Shatrughna of great virtues, his mothers Kausalyaa and
Sumitraa, his wife Seetaa, his father Dasharatha, his friends expertized in weaponry; all these
attained the ‘Supreme knowledge’, and also Vasishta (another one named as Vasishta), VaamaDeva,

the eight ministers and others. Dhrshti, Jayanta, Bhaasa, the loyal Vijaya also, Vibheeshana,
Sushena, Hanumaan, Indrajit; these are known as the eight ministers who had un-agitated desire-less
minds; all these great ones attained the ‘JeevanMukti state’ and lived in the world, performing their
regular duties.

TAJUT gl & IR T dAT dgd GF Ieh Talid Heheld| (02.30)
If you live like them son, as and how they performed their regular duties of rites, charity, acceptance,

eating food, and remembering the learning, you will also free yourself from this terrifying state of
Samsaara.

IURTARTHGHE ofeedl Wi FRheleRaca:
a MpATT F SIAfd TaeaRiEasia @Aeaga:1 (02.31)

He who has fallen amidst the ‘endless ocean of Samsaara’ will attain the great means of crossing over it
through the attainment of the Supreme Knowledge’. He will stay freed of the ‘delusion-fever’, and will
stay ‘ever contented’. He will never ever attain any suffering or get into any wretched state.
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